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We are happy to be able to include 
with this bulietin a reprint (slightly 
reduced) of the "Thoreau Annex" of the 
CONCORD FREEMAN, which was issued some- 
time in 1880. The annex contains much 
of value on Thoreau that has not been 
reprinted elsewhere, yet copies of the 
original are virtually unobtainable. 

We are deeply indebted to Mr. Frederick 
Bloomhardt, Librarian of the Concord 
Free Public Library, for obtaining for 
us a photostat of the original in the 
library's files. 

Members may recall that in Bulletin 
23 we printed a facsimile of the origi- 
nal drawing of the hut (now owned by 
Mr. Albert E, Lownes) that is reproduced 
somewhat retouched on the first page of 


the, annex, 
fhe cost of printing this booklet was 


covered by the life memberships of lir, 
Howard Zahniser of Hyattsville, Md., 

and of Prof. Richard Elliott of St, 
Paul, Minn. The cost of printing this 
bulletin was covered by the life member- 
ship of irs. Henry Chamberlain of Way- 
land, Mass. Life membership is twenty- 
five dollars, 


EDMUND SEWALL'S CONCORD DIARY 
By Clayton Hoagland 


On a lucky day in February,1952, one 
of my neighbors and friends in Rutherford, 
N.J.e introduced me to the man who owns a 
diary and several letters written by Ellen 
Sewall's brother during a period when he 
lived in the Thoreau household. 


ssdmund Se.rall's grandmother and aunt 
lived for years with the Thoreau family. in 
June,1839, when #dmund was eleven years old, 
his mother brought him to Concord for a 
week's visit. Henry and John Thoreau took 
Edmund and several other boys boating on 
the river, and for an afternoon at Walden 
Pom. The following Spring sdmund returned 
to Concord and became a pupil in the school 
then conducted by the Thoreau brothers. 


The original diary Sdmund kept during 
his 1839 visit as well as an accurate copy 
of the journal he wrote during his Spring 
term as pupil in the school,and several let- 
ters that he wrote home from Concord in 1840 
were preserved by the Sewall family. they 
finally came into possession of Edmund's 
grandson, Theodore S. Abbot. It was through 
his wife's sister, Mrs. Gerald M, Tamblyn, 
that I met Mr. Abbot. Mrs. Tamblyn knew of 
my interest in Thoreau,and she mentioned 
the Sewall material. I expressed my eager- 
ness to see it. 





Througn tne courtesy of Mr. Abbot f 
was fortunate enough to be able to borrow 
Edmund's original diary of 1839, and three 
original letters written from Concord in 
1840. The most interesting item,however, 
was a thick school copy book into which a 
member of the Sewall family years ago had 
made a careful copy of several of sdmund's 
letters written in boyhood, and also of 
various diaries he kept from 1837 to the 
early 1840s. 


This material made up a relatively 
small batch of papers, but the quality 
made up for the lack of bulk. The 1839 
diary was in a notebook of 32 pages. ‘there 
were three original letters written in 
Concord during sdmund‘s months as a pupil 
of Henry and John Thoreau. Much of the 
material in the copy book of 180 pages 
was an exact copy of these letters and of 
the 1839 and 1840 diaries, but much of it 
had little or no reference to Concord or 
to the Thoreaus. It did include an inter- 
esting biography of sdmund in the hand- 
writing of Sarah F. Marle, who began the 
copy book about 1886. She did an important 
service in thus preserving the words of 
sdmund, for part of his journal in its or- 
iginal form has apparently passed out of 
family possession. 


¥ith Mr. Abbot's generous cooperation 
I drew freely upon letters and diaries and 
prepared an article of some 7000 words. This 
is now scheduled to appear in the New Eng- 
land Quarterly. 


Though Henry S. Canby made brief quo- 
tations from some Sewall material about the 
Wards--it was Edmund's aunt Prudence Ward 
who was so long a boarder in the +horeau 
home--yet to my knowledge no extensive part 
of these Sewall letters from Concord or the 
diary has ever been published. Annie Russell 
Marble had access to Sdmund's diary,and made 
quotations. 


I have had photostat copies made of 
two of sdmund Sewall's original letters from 
Concord,in his autograph. Because the script 
of the original diary of 1839 describing the 
boy's visit of a week was too faded to be 
clearly photographed, I made a complete, 
precise typescript of the diary,including 
all passages concerning the Thoreaus. This 
typed and photostatic material will go into 
the archives of the Society. A reprint of 
my published article will be added to it. 
Its principal contribution is the intimate 
view it gives of the Thoreau school, and of 
the household in Concord as it was in 1839 
and 1840. We can be grateful to Edmund Sewall 
for recording so well his boy's eye view. 


— MANUSCRIPTS AT HARVARD by Alexander 
rn. 


(In Bulletin 43, Francis Dedmond presented 
a catalog of Thoreau manuscripts at larvard 
University Library. jsut "MS Am 278.5" was 
described simply as "Thoreau Manuscript 
fragnents." We are happy now to be able 

to present this more detailed analysis of 
its contents.) 








Folder 1. Miscellaneous fragments & first 
drefts mainly on letters to Thoreau, 

Folder 2, Assorted fragments. 

Polges.>. Pages from Sophias Journal of 
1540. 

ee 3 4, Fragments of Henry's Journal of 
1 


Folder 5, Introduction to a Lecture (Cf. 
Jr. Jr. VI, 486-7). 
Folder 6, Journal fregs. Cf. Jr., I, II, 
Tih. 

Folder 7. Jr. indices of natural phenom- 
ena. 

Folder @. Notes for The Maine Woods or A 
Yankee in Canada, 

Folder 9. "Wild Apples.” Ms. incomplete. 

Folder 10, "A Walk to Wachusett," earlier 
version, incomplete. 

Folder 11. Herald of Freedom scrap on 
Rogers, Cf, Works, IV, 306 ff, 

Folder 12. "A Yankee in Canad." 3 sheets 

Folder 12a, "The Transmigrations of the 
Seven Brahmans," 

Folder 13. "Autumnal Tints." 

Folder 14. Drefts & scraps for "Civil 
Disabed." 

Folder 15. Journals torn up for "A Week." 

Folder 16. Jr. sheets used in "Walden." 

Folder 17. Part of "The Maine Woods,” 

Folder 18, Two Mss. marked "Life without 
Principle," 

Folder 19. "Sir Walter Raleigh." 1 sheet. 

Folder 20, "Life without Principle," a 
draft. 

Folder 21. "Walking." complete Ms. & 
scraps, 





Young Thoreau Asserts Himself 
John C. Broderick 
University of Texas 

In "Civil Disobedience," before recit- 
ing his troubles with the State over the 
payment of poll taxes, Henry David Tho- 
reau recalls an earlier encounter over 
the payment of the ministerial tax to- 
ward the support of a clergyman whose 
preaching ny father attended, but never 
I myself,"“ At the request of the town 
officers Thoreau prepared "some such 
Statement as this in writing: --'Know all 
men by these presents, that I, Henry 
Thoreau, do not wish to be regarded as a 
member of any incorporated society which 
I have not joined.' This I gave to the 
town clerk; and he has it."@ Though it 
is doubtful that this document is still 
extant, its date can be fixed with some 
exactness by reference to a file of man- 
uscript account books in the Concord 
Town House, Thoreau's name appears 
first in the tax book for 1839 when he 
is charged the town and county poll tax 
of one dollar and fifty cents. The next 
year, 1840, he is charged both the town 
and county poll tax and the ministerial 
tax of one dollar, For 1841 he is 
charged only the town and county poll 
tax and is not thereafter charged the 
ministerial tax (or parish tax, as it 
was called after the late 1840's), His 
refusal to pay a tax to support a cler- 
gyman whose preaching he never attended 
must have occurred, therefore, in 1840, 
and not in 1838 as stated by Henry S. 
Canby. 











The same file of tax account books re- 
veals another of Thoreau's youthful as- 
sertions of independence. The 1839 tax 
book lists his name as David H. Thoreau, 
An assessor's mamiscript valuation book 
for 1840 lists David H. Thoreau also, 
but part of the name has been marked 


through and "Henry D." is written in- 
stead. The 1840 tax book and all there- 
after list the familiar "Henry D. Tho- 
reau." Thus, though Lyceum records and 
many Concord’ residents persist in refer- 
ring to Thoreau as David Henry until the 
end of his life and afterwards, the tax 
assessors of Concord were informed early 
that it was with a self-assertive indi- 
vidual that they dealt, Henry D. Thoreau, 


Footnotes 
1. Writings, Walden 6d. (Boston and 
New York, ), IV, 374. 
2. Ibid 


3. IT am indebted to the following per- 
sons for their assistance in locating 
this file of account books: Mrs, Her- 
bert B. Hosmer, Concord Town Treasurer 
Thomas F, Garrity, Jr., and Town Clerk 
Mrs. Cornelia Laurence. 

4, Thoreau (Boston, 1939), p. 231. 


NOTES AND QUERIES. .. - 


The Esso Petroleum Company ad in the 
Sept. 14, 1955 PUNCH (p. xiv) leads off 
with a juotation from HDT. ; 

We are delighted to welcome into being 
an Emerson Society, with Prof. Kenneth 
Wi. Cameron of Trinity College, Hartford, 
Conn., as its prime mover. Further details 
will be found on an enclosure. We hope 
that our members will lend it their sup- 
i ee that next spring Simon « Schuster 
will issue a new book on HDT by Henry 
Beetle Hough, famed editor of the VINLYARD 
GAZETTE; that Sherman Paul will soon have 
an article on "Life without Principle’ in 
the HARVARD LIBRARY BULLETIN and a new book 
on HDT, and that the NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BULLETIN will have an article by your sec- 
retary on A WELK. 

We have heard that H.G.Wells once told 
a lecture audience that when he interviewed 
Stalin, Stalin was reading a copy of WALDEN. 
Can anyone authenticate this story? 

Several years ago we printed a letter by 
F.B.Sanborn (in AMERICAN LITERATURE for 
May, 1953) in which Sanborn stated that 
Thoreau was a member of the examining com- 
mittee in natural history at Harvard in the 
late 1850's, Prof. Kenneth Cameron recent- 
ly requested Dr. Kimball C. Elkins to 
search the Harvard Corporation records for 
some trace of this appointment. But Dr. 
Elkins could find no trace of Thoreau's 
name. Apparently Sanborn .as wrong again. 

Raymond D. Gozzi writes pointing out that 
the poem on p. 189 of Carl Bode's COLLECTED 
POZMS OF HENRY THOREAU, which now reads 
“For though the caves were rabitted," should 
probably read "For though the eaves were 
rabbeted" to make sense. He also points 
out that the poem on p.206 is a fragment 
of “The Hero" on p. 162. 

W.D.Sutton, R.R.#4, London, Ont., has an 
extra copy of Thoreau's JOURNAL, Vol.V, 





which he will gladly give to anyone who 
lacks it in nis set. 

Members of the Thoreau Society nominating 
committee for 1956 are Prof, J, Lyndon 
Shanley, Northwestern University, Lvans- 
ton, regen irs, Leslie anderson, Concord, 


WWi& 3S «3 (Pr, Ralph Chavman, 67 ila . 
feat tiebere. “Wt., chairman. *saaneatt ons . 
for nominations 7 may be divected to any of 
these members. 


Prof. Perry liiller spoke on Thoreau at 
the annual Chautauqua Institute in Chautau- 
qua, New York, on July 19, 1955. 

Prof. F.B. Dedmond spoke on "Thoreau's 
ethical concept of goverment" on radio 
station WOHS (Shelby, N.C.) on Sept. 4, 
1955. 

There has been congressional objection 
to distribution of a book entitled PRO- 
FILL OF AlbKICA abooad because it con- 
tains an extract from WALDEN in it. The 
NEW YORK TIMES delivered cogent editorials 
on the subject on June 19, 1955 and July 
8, 1955. 

Mrs. Herbert Hosmer has recently pointed 
out to us that when Thoreau's death was 
recorded in the CONCORD TOWN RiPORT for 
1863, it listed his occupation as "natural 
historian." 

Clayton Hoagland's article based on the 
Ldmund Sewall joumals, which he describes 
elsewhere in this issue, will appear in 
the December, 1955, Nh ENGLAND QUARTIERLY. 


Raymond Adams has recently called 
our attention to a book he has just dis- 
covered: Charles H. Sweetser's TOURIST'S 
AND INVALID'S GUIDE TO THE NORTHWLST, 
published in lhew York in 1867. It con- 
tains information about linnesota, Wis- 
consin, Dacota, and the Lake Superior 
Region, and includes a whole section for 
"the invalid." ir. Adams adds, "This sug- 
gests that the linnessta region was an 
advertised resort for tuberculosis vic- 
tims in the 1860's. If this kind of pub- 
licity was out as early as 1860 it may 
explain why Thoreau chose to go there in 
search of health. 

T.L.Bailey calls our attention to a 
pun to end all puns on Thoreau. Hazel D. 
Watt, in a letter to the CLEVLLAND PlAf? 
DEALER for October 18, 1955, writes, 
"“Thoreau's account of his river trips in 
THE iaINL WOODS prompts me to call his 
diet of fis sh and berries the ilaine ‘ho- 
reau Fare." 

Once again I find my files clogsed 
with duplicate clippings pertaining to 
Thoreau. If any of you are interested 
in having some of them, send along a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope, and I'll 
Tiki it up. 

Bulletin 5, issued twelve years ao, 
was made up of a series of statements by 
our members as to why ‘'horeau appealed to 
them. We've always thought it one of our 
more interesting bulletins. Although we 
realize it smacks of the soap-opera con- 
test, we would welcome similar statements 
again and will run them tn the bulletin 
as there is space. "Why I. like ‘thoreau" 
in fifty words or less$ Send them in. 





All AL al, SION OF WH. LaLUed: POLD 1i.S:.R2VA}= 

VTILO eo © © OY “APS, iierdSert siosmer 

Cn map » below, by Russel HU. Lenz, is re- 
rintee with permission from the Jif: D5T41ah 

Soil LICE ‘ 




















Russell H. Lenz, Chief Cartographer 


Plans for Walden Pond Site 
Details of a proposed 90- to 100-acre expansion of Walden 
Pond State Reservation in Lincoln and Concord, initially ap- 
proved by the Massachusetts Senate, is shown by the map. 
Marked “A” is the area proposed for state purchase. The “B” 
section is the 50-acre site Raymond Emerson is offering as a gift 
to the State. Dotted area is present reservation. 

Through the efforts of State Repres 
tatives James DeNormandie of Lincoln. 
John MM. _Eaton Jr. of Concord, the s 
chusetts General Court in its last ses- 
sicn hacia legislation for ¢ Q-1CC 
acre expansion of Walden Pond reserve- 

i Aporoximately 50 ecres extending 
from elden St. @long Route to the 
railroad will be purchased or teken by 
eminent domein, and another tract of 50 

acres adjoining the oresent reservetion 
on the Lincoln Side of the pond is being 
doneted to the Stete by [Kr Emerson, 
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Adams, Anthony. “Thoreau in Hall of Fame?" 
LONG ISLAND SUNDAY PRLSS. May 22, 1955. 
pelle Describing Leonard Klcinfeld's 
collection of Thoreauviana. 

Adams, Raymond. "“Thoreau's Year after 
WALDEN." COUCOKD JOUNNa July 14, 
1955. pp.4,9. tahor po of presidential 
address at Thoreau Society meeting. 

Anderson, George P. "This Year Hall of 
Fame Llectors liay Keach Thoreau. 

BOSTON GLOBis. July 17, 1955. pe 69. 

Ballou, Adin. "September" s Flower (Af- 
ter heading Thoreau)." Wii YORK Hite 
AID TRIBUNE. Sept. 9, 1955. A sonnet. 

Blodgett, Harold W. "Prof. Blodett's 
Address: Thoreau and Whitman." CU.JCORD 
JOURNAL. July 21, 1955. p. 5. Lxe 
cerpts from speech at annual meeting. 

Booth, Philip. "Letter from a Distant 
Land." POLTRY, LXXXVII (Oct. 1955), 
19-25. Poem in the form of an open 
letter to 8 


hemp? Wer yt “er 
RBOSTON GLOB 'H.F.ast Named President 





‘of Thoreau Society." July 10, 1955. 
Account of annual meeting. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. Two photogra- 
phs of Walden Pond. Sept. 26, 1955.p.6. 

Coleman, Lucile. "Walden Pond." NEW 
YORK TIMES. Sept. 22, 1955. A poem. 

CONCORD JOURNAL. “Another Step Has Been 
Taken to Save Walden's Natural Beauty." 
Aug. 4, 1955. p.2. Account of addition 
to reservation with excellent air photo 
of pond, 

- "Rep. Eaton Steering Walden Bill 
to Findl Enactment." July 14, 1955. p. 
1,10. On addition to reservation. 

- "Thoreau Society Annual Meeting." 
July 14, 1955. PPe ae. Bite 

Fallon, Eugene A. "Walden Falling.” 
RALEIGH (N.C.) NEWS AND OBSERVER. Aug. 
28, 1955. A poem? 

Feinberg, Charles E. WALT WHITMAN: A 
SELECTION OF THE MANUSCRIPTS, BOOKS AND 
ASSOCIATION ITEMS. Detroit: Public 
Library, 1955. p.128. Detailed de- 
scription of Whitman's copy of Thoreau's 


Flanagan, John T. “Henry Salt and His 
Life of Thoreau." NEV ENGLAND QUARTER- 
LY, XXVIII (June, 1955), 237-246. Salt's 
correspondence with his publisher. 

Forbes, Esther. O GENTEEL LADY. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1926. “Novel of Boston 
life in the 1850's, with HDT as a minor 
character (pp. 284-5). 

Harding, Walter. A CENTENNIAL CHECK-LIST 
OF...-WALDEN. Review. R. Asselineau. 
ETUDES ANGLAISES, VIII (Avril, 1955). 
Reviews: COLLntE ENGLISH. Xdt (ADEA 
1955), 467; NEW ENGLAND QUARTERLY, 
XXVIII (June, 1955), 274-5, by Sherman 
Paul. 

Hosmer, Gladys E.H. ALL ABOUT CONCORD. 
Concord: Mimeographed, 1954. Illpp. 
Checklist of historical resources of 
the town. 

Jones, Evan. "“Pick-and-Shovel Historian." 
COLLIER'S, CXXXVI (Aug. 5, 1955), 28- 
31. Illustrated account of Roland Rob- 
bins' excavations at Walden and elsewhere. 

Jones, Joseph. INDEX TO WALDEN. Austin, 
Tex.: Hemphill's (2244 Guadalupe St.), 
1955. 66pp. $1.00. For any serious 
student of WALDEN, here is a real dol- 
lar's worth. Not only is there a tre- 
mendously detailed word index that can 
be used with any edition, but ingenius 
cross-references of allied topics, a 
good map of the pond, and a word-list 
for vocabulary study. This is a printed 
expansion of his earlier hectographed 
leaflet. 

Lunt, Dudley C. Letter to editor. NEW 
ENGIAND QUARTIRLY, XXVIII (June, 1955), 
259-262. Reply to Carl Bode's earlier 
review of Lunt's edition of HDT's WEEK 
with Bode's reply to Lunt. 

Mills, Edgar M. “Expansion of Recreation- 
al Areas Looms." CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
MONITOR. June 28, 1955. p. 7. On ex- 
pansion of Walden Reservation. 

Moiles, Bill. "Thoreau Saw Some Use in 
August Floods." WORCESTER TELEGRAM. 
Aug. 30, 1955. T's comments on floods. 

Pacey, Desmond. FREDERICK PHILIP GROVE. 
Toronto: Ryerson, 1945. Many comments 
on HDT's influence on Grove. 





Piper, Walter E. “‘Thoreauviana 1817- 
1955." CONCORD JOURNAL. July 21, 1955. 
p.- 1,8. Comments on HDT, 

Rich, Adrienne Cecile. "Concord River." 
in THE DIAMOND CUTTERS AND OTHER POEMS. 
New York: Harper, 1955. pp.55-57. A 
poem on HDT. 

Schiller, Andrew. "Thorem and Whitman: 
The Record of a Pilgrimage." NEW ENG- 
LAND QUARTERLY, XXVIII (June, 1955), 
186-197. Detailed account of the friend- 
ship of the tw. 

Spiller, Robert E. THE CYCLE OF AMERICAN 
LITERATURE: AN BSSAY!:IN..HISTORICAL CRIT- 
ICISM. New York: Macmillan, 1955. Much 
on Thoreau, passim. 

Thoreau, Henry David. "Thoreau Writes En- 
erson on Friendship." WOLF MAGAZINE OF 
LETTERS, XXI (June, 1955), 9-10. Re- 
prints HDT's letter of Feb. 12, 1843. 

WALDEN OR LIFE IN THE WOODS. KEd- 
ited by Edwin Way Teale. New York: 
Dodd, Mead, 1955. 29lpp. $3.25. Great 
Illustrated Classics Ed tidn, When 
Dodd, Mead brought out Teale's edition 
of WALDEN nine years ago, I was happy 
to be able to review it as "the best 
edition yet to appear." Unfortunately 
it has been out of print now for some 
time. But at last they have reprinted 
it (from the same plates) in a less ex- 
pensive format, minus some of the less 
important photographic illustrations. 
It is still the best edition of WALDEN 
to own. Mr. Teale's introductory com- 
ments--even though written nine years 
ago they are as pertinent as ever--and 
photogrephs add much to the meaning of 
the text. And the type is large and 
clear. It is unfortunate however that 
the publishers derived their text from 
a& more recent edition than the first 
and so have helped to perpetuate some 
of the printers' errors that have crept 
in over the years. 

Woods, Frederick. “Henry David Thoreau: 
The Artist as Individualist." STAND 
(London), X (Summer, 1955), 10-12. A 
strong denunciation of HDT. 

Wykes, Alan. A COiNCISH SURVEY OF ANERI- 
CAN LITERATURE. New York: Library Pub- 
lishers, 1955. Several pages of com- 
mentary on HDT, 


We are indebted to the following for 
information used in this bulletin: R. 
Adams, H.Adel, T.Bailey, F.Bloomhardt, 
K.Cameron, W.Conant, F.Dedmond, C.Hoag- 
land, I.Hoover, G.Hosmer, J.Jones, A. 
Kern, B.Lambert, N.Lehrman, L.Massey, 
H.Morrison, R.Robbins, R.Schaedle, W. 
Sutton, R.Wheeler, W.White, and G.Wright. 
Please notify the secretary of anynew 
items of Thoreau interest. 


‘he Thoreau Society, Inc., is an in- 
formal organization of students and fol- 
lowers of Menry David Thoreau. Its bul- 
letins are isswd quarterly; its booklets, 
occasionally. Annual meetin;s are held 
in Concord each July. Officers of the 
society are Herbert F, West (Hanover, N,. 
H.), president; Mrs. ferbert Hosmer (Con- 
cord, Mass.), vice-president; and Walter 
Harding, secretary-treasurer. Annual 
membership in the society is one dollar; 
life membership, $25.00. Communications 
concerning membership or publications 
shioyld be addressed to WALTER HARDING, 
$05 CABCLL HALL, CilARLOTTESYVI“LE, VA. 











